4G2                   GUIDO CAVALCANTI

To show thee her who can my life confuse.
And if she yield thee way,
Lift thou thy voice and say :

grace I come to thee.1

DANTE ALIGHIERI TO GUIDO
CAVALCANTI

SONNET

He imagines a pkasant Voyage for Guido, Lapo Gianni,
and himself, ivifh tlmr three Ladies.

GUIDO, I wish that Lapo, thou, and I,
Could be by spells conveyed, as it were now,
Upon a barque, with all the winds that blow

Across all seas at our good will to hie.

So no mischance nor temper of the sky
Should mar our course with spite or cruel slip ;
But we, observing old companionship,

To be companions still should long thereby.

And Lady Joan, and Lady Beatrice,
And her the thirtieth on my roll1 with us
Should our good wizard Set, o'er seas to move
And not to talk of anything but love :

And they three ever to be well at ease,
As we should be, I think, if this were thus.

1 That is. liis list of the sixty rnosfe beautiful ladies of Florence,
referred to in the Vita Nuova; among whom Lapo Gianni's lady,
Lagia, rcould seem to hare stood thirtieth.